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A VULNERABLE HOTSPOT

Situated between the Kalahari and Namib 
Deserts, Namibia is the most arid country in sub-
Saharan Africa. It has a highly variably climate 
with frequent droughts, unpredictable rainfall 
patterns, high temperatures, and scarcity of 
water. Its extreme aridity and dependence on 
primary industry, makes it one of the most 
vulnerable countries in the world. Like Southern 
Africa in general, Namibia is expected to warm 
faster than the global average and become 
drier, which is why the region was declared a 
climate change hotspot in the sixth edition of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
assessment report.

Improving resilience  
and adaptability  

of smallholder farmers

CHALLENGES
•  Frequent droughts and flooding 
•  Deforestation
•  Loss of livestock and pastures 
•  Poor environmental conservation

 practices 
• Water shortages (for humans and 

 animals) 
•  Conflict over grazing land 

and water 
•  Malnutrition (due to lack of food)
•  Overgrazing
•  Difficult conditions for

 agriculture 
• Water-borne diseases in humans
• Temperatures increasing 

 above global mean 
•  Higher water evaporation
•  Bush encroachment 
•  Use of maladaptive farming

 practices

Africa contributes only a small fraction of global greenhouse gas emissions, yet the impacts of climate change on the 
continent are significant. It is experiencing changing rainfall patterns, higher temperatures, and more frequent extreme 
weather events. These are impacting the health and safety of people, increasing food and water insecurity, and slowing 

down socio-economic development. 

The fact that some 70% of people on the continent are reliant on subsistence farming, most of which is rain-fed, highlights the need for 
urgent action and funding to help smallholder farmers adapt to the changing climate.



PrOjeCT FOCUs
The project works with both 
national government, civil 
society organisations, and at 
a community level, to find 
solutions through:
• Harvesting of floodwaters

and recharging 
groundwater.

• Promoting climate-resilient 
technologies to improve 
agricultural and livestock 
production.

• Increasing community 
access
to knowledge about climate 
change and how to adapt.

• Improving fodder 
management practices.

• Promoting drought-tolerant
livestock breeds and crops.

• supporting the creation of a
community-based early 
warning system.

• Integrating improved 
information on climate 
risks into farmer and 
pastoral practices.

• research linking traditional
and scientific knowledge 
using seasonal forecasts.

• Dissemination of 
lessons learned.

• establishing of institutional 
systems that enable 
gender- and climate-

 responsive planning and 
development.

• Investing in gender-
 responsive water and 

irrigation infrastructure and 
other climate-smart 
initiatives.

POsITIve IMPaCTs
• Improved community 

health, food, and water 
security.

• Increased rural household 
incomes and future human
capital development.

• strengthened climate-
 responsive planning and 

development.
• Increased resilience of 

women, who make up 50% 
of the population, 
unleashing their potential 
as key stakeholders and 
community leaders.

KUNENE RANGELAND AND ECOSYSTEM 
MANAGEMENT PROJECT
The five-year programme funded by the 
GCF aims to address the vulnerability of 
smallhold-er farmers, particularly women, 
by improv-ing rangeland and ecosystem 
management practices in the Sesfontein, 
Fransfontein, and Warmquelle areas in the 
northern Kunene Re-gion. It is one of the most 
food-insecure parts of the country with a long 
history of poverty. Close to 74% of the 
population live in rural areas and typically 
depend on livestock faming, conserv-ancy-
related tourism, and the use of biodiversity 
products for their livelihoods. Women are 
par-

ticularly overburdened when food, water, and 
energy are in short supply.

INCLUSIVE ACTION
Vulnerable groups, like rural women, face un-
equal access to productive resources and ser-
vices and therefore tend to suffer more from 
the effects of climate change. These limitations 
have a negative knock-on effect on the coun-
try’s social and economic development as a 
whole, and rural development in particular. As 
a result, agricultural productivity lags behind. 
Empowering women can secure livelihoods and 
improve the well-being of households. 
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COUNTING THE COST
It is clear that for Africa, adapting urgently 
to the negative impacts of climate change 
is a question of survival. But it’s widely 
estimated that the cost of implementing 
the continent’s climate change response is 
between US$7 and 15 billion annually, and 
this figure is expected to rise dramatically 
over the next 30 years. It is for this reason 
that experts are calling for negotiators 
at COP26 to ensure that financing for 
adaptation programmes be made more 
readily available to African countries.

Strengthening the Participation of African non- Party Stakeholders in the UNFCCC 
Processes Visit https://sites.google.com/view/african-non-party-stakeholders/ 
Follow the initiative on Facebook -  
https://www.facebook.com/Africannpstakeholders

This brochure was co-created with African Stakeholders, as part of a project which seeks to strengthen and 
promote the voices of African countries prior to and subsequent to the 26th Conference of the Parties to 
the UNFCCC. The development of this material has been funded by Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung. The views 
expressed do not necessarily reflect the official policies or views of Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.




